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In its Sept. 22 edition, daily newspaper El Pais (Spain) published an interview with former president
and General Secretary of the Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN), Daniel Ortega. According
to Ortega, the current struggle over property rights is in part linked to "an attempt to reinstate
the Somocista system in Nicaragua." He indicated that by returning confiscated properties to
Nicaraguans returning from exile "pressuring with their money and their lawyers," the government
is contributing to the process of reconstituting the pre-1979 economic groups. Ortega rejected
charges that the FSLN is participating in "co-government" with the executive branch, led by
President Violeta Chamorro. "We [the FSLN] are far more than just a political party," he said. "In
Nicaragua, any government which attempted to rule without taking us into account would be not be
viable." Next, in regard to relations with the US, Ortega declared that "what the US wants is to crush
Sandinismo, to bury all those who think like Sandinistas." Ortega, who admitted he has substantive
"differences" with his brother, army chief Gen. Humberto Ortega, indicated there is no possibility
for a military coup in Nicaragua. (Source: Agence France-Presse, 09/22/92)
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